Dalai Lama arrivesin Ottawa for historic visit
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October 28 - The Dalai Lama arrived in Ottawa Syraapart of a
historic trip that will see the wildly popular spiral leader meet
officially with Canadian politicians and offer tdangs to thousands.

Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama, was greeteBrbyronment
Minister John Baird and Ottawa Mayor Larry O'Brarthe Ottawa
International Airport on Sunday morning.

The Dalai Lama, 72, is scheduled to make a publiress on "Global
Citizenship Through Universal Responsibility" tetisands later this
afternoon at the Ottawa Civic Centre. The evehbited by the Canada
Tibet Committee.
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for a one-hour private talk held at the home ofRmenan Catholic Archbishop of Ottawa. Martin's meessor, Jean
Chrétien, refused such a meeting.

The spiritual leader is currently on a North Amaridour to promote
Tibetan autonomy and the preservation of TibetaddBist culture
ahead of the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.

In 1949, China invaded the Himalayan nation. THiefang year, at g
the age of 16, the Dalai Lama assumed full polificaver as Head of 4
State and Government in Tibet.

After a failed uprising in 1959, the Dalai Lamadfi® northern India
where he remains in exile.

Chinese officials are vehemently opposed to foréegaers meeting
with the Dalai Lama, claiming the Nobel laureata isolitical figure
and a separatist.
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critical of Harper's public talk on Parliament Hillhe statement
referred to the Dalai Lama as a political figurgaged in "secessionist"
activities.

U.S. President George Bush and German ChancellgelarMerkel
received tongue lashings from the Chinese leadefehitheir recent
public meetings with the Dalai Lama.
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This is the Dalai Lama's first visit to Canada sihe received an honorary Canadian citizenshipytest He joins
Holocaust hero Raoul Wallenberg, Nelson Mandela emabt recently, Burmese democracy activist Aung Sau Kyi
in receiving the honour.

Later in the week, the Tibetan Buddhist leader tréllel to Toronto where he will hold a public tAlkednesday night
on "The Art of Happiness" at the Rogers' Centre.



