US Dalai Lama award angers China

China has stepped up a row with the US over its decision to
award the Dalai Lama one of its highest honours, by
summoning the US ambassador to protest.

The US has "gravely undermined" ties with Beijing by giving him the
Congressional Gold Medal, China said.

The exiled Tibetan spiritual leader has lived in India since a failed
uprising against Chinese rule in 1959.

The Dalai Lama received the
Congressional Gold Medal

Beijing has long argued that he is seeking to destroy China's
sovereignty by pushing for independence for Tibet.

'Blatant interference'

On Wednesday the Dalai Lama met US President George Bush in Washington to receive his
award - the highest civilian honour Congress can give.

President Bush called on China to open talks with the Buddhist figurehead, calling him a
"universal symbol of peace and tolerance".
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US politicians regularly accuse Beijing of turning a blind eye to rights
abuses in Burma and Sudan in its pursuit of energy and business deals.

Recently, world leaders have grown more vocal in their concern for human rights in Tibet.

In September, German Chancellor Angela Merkel met the Dalai Lama, incurring Beijing's
wrath.

The Tibetan leader has also met Austrian Chancellor Alfred Gusenbauer and Australian Prime
Minister John Howard this year, and is due to meet Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper
later this month.

China was outraged when Canada granted the Dalai Lama honorary citizenship last year.



